Notification about termination of student recruitment for PEAK

May 12, 2025
Takumi Moriyama, Director

PEAK Undergraduate Admissions Office

PEAK (Programs in English at Komaba) was established as an undergraduate education
program in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo and launched in the fall
of 2012. It is an educational program that allows students to obtain a degree entirely in English,
and is a groundbreaking initiative to promote the internationalization of education at the
University of Tokyo. As a result, the University of Tokyo has accepted international students from
science and humanities majors into the ‘Natural Science II” and ‘Humanities and Social Sciences
IIT” divisions of the College of Arts and Sciences' junior division respectively. In addition, when
students advance to the senior division of the College of Arts and Sciences, primarily international
students have been accepted onto the International Program on Environmental Sciences of the
Department of Interdisciplinary Sciences, which is a liberal arts and sciences interdisciplinary
department, and the International Program on Japan in East Asia of the Department of Liberal
Arts, which is a humanities and social sciences department.

PEAK is a pioneering and ambitious initiative for the internationalization of education not only
at the University of Tokyo but throughout Japan, enabling students to earn degrees by studying
only in English. As a testament to this, students, faculty, and staff have worked together, since the
establishment of the program until the present time, to nurture, revitalize, and deepen the
educational program. As a result, PEAK has produced many talented individuals who have gone
on to play active roles globally as graduates.

Meanwhile, the University has been keen to expand the scale of PEAK. PEAK currently
accepts around 30 students per year, a small number compared to the total number of new
undergraduate students per year at the University of Tokyo, which is 3100, and it was felt that this
limited PEAK's influence on students outside PEAK and its visibility within the University of
Tokyo.

For this reason, PEAK has been seeking ways to institutionalize a student quota and accept 100
students per academic year. However, this plan has been gradually changed into the plan to
establish a new faculty, the "UTokyo College of Design," at the University of Tokyo. Since the
UTokyo College of Design is a new faculty, not just an educational program, its admission quota

is institutionally regulated, and is expected to be 100 students per academic year. In terms of scale,



this is in line with the original PEAK expansion plan. Although the UTokyo College of Design
has a different educational philosophy to PEAK, both are conceived under UTokyo’s basic
principles of expanding the internationalization of education. The new faculty ensures consistency
with PEAK's efforts by further developing a curriculum system that allows students to obtain
degrees entirely in English, and striving to achieve interdisciplinary, international, and cutting
edge education and research.

In light of this situation within the university, we believe that the knowledge and experience
gained through PEAK's educational programs will be fully utilized in the new UTokyo College
of Design. As a result, we will cease student enrollment for PEAK from the fall of 2027, when
the UTokyo College of Design is scheduled to open, and will transfer the educational initiative of
offering degree programs exclusively in English to the UTokyo College of Design, with the aim
of further advancing the internationalization of education at the University of Tokyo. Additionally,
the University of Tokyo has other initiatives planned for the internationalization of research and
education, where the knowledge and experience gained through PEAK will also be utilized.

PEAK will conduct its final recruitment for students to enroll in the fall of 2026. Students
currently enrolled at PEAK, as well as those who will enroll at PEAK between the fall of 2025
and the fall of 2026, will continue their studies at PEAK until graduation. Even if the enrollment
period is extended due to a leave of absence or academic probation, PEAK will continue to exist
until all PEAK students graduate.

We would like to thank all prospective PEAK applicants, current PEAK students, and PEAK

alumni for their understanding of our decision.
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